fireworks; for there were fireworks. From time to time the men
who were watching to shoot sent up shells that dropped a bright
star in the sky, and lit up quite plainly everything and everybody
that was hi sight on the ground. When this happened, all the men
who were stealing about spying on the enemy, or looking for
wounded men, or putting up barbed wire fences to protect their
trenches, fell flat on their faces and pretended to be dead until the
star went out.
Just a little after half-past eleven, in a place where no men were
stealing about, and the star shells were all too far off to shew
the ground very distinctly, somebody came stalking along in a
strange manner; for he was not looking for wounded, nor spying,
nor doing any of the things that the soldiers did; he was only
wandering about, stopping and then going on again, but never
stooping to pick up anything. Sometimes when a star shell came
so near that you could see him pretty plainly, he stopped and
stood very stiffly upright, and folded his arms. When it was dark
again he walked on with a curious striding step, like the step of a
very proud man; and yet he had to walk slowly, and watch .
where he was going, because the ground was all blown into great
hollows and pits by bombshells: besides, he might have tripped
over a dead soldier. The reason he carried himself so stiffly and
haughtily was that he was the German Emperor: if he came at a
certain angle between you and the moon or a star shell, you could
see the end of his turned up moustache, just as you see it in the
pictures. But mostly you could not see him at all; for what with
the clouds and most of the star shells being so far off, you very
seldom saw anything until you were very close up.
It was so dark that though the Emperor walked very carefully,
he stumbled into a great pit, called a crater, made by a mine that
had been blown up, and very nearly pitched head foremost to the
bottom of it But he saved himself by clutching at something. He
thought it was a tuft of grass; but it was a Frenchman's beard;
and the Frenchman was dead. Then the moon came out for r
moment; and the Emperor saw that quite a number of soldiers,
some French and some German, had been blown up in that minCj
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